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Learning and achieving through acknowledging and valuing
who we are now, where we have come from and who we can become

NEWSLETTER
Week 5 - Term 1 - Wednesday 7th March 2018

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME
Friday 9th March 2018
Hosts: Room 10
Featuring: Three Little Pigs Play, Art and a
Song, Songs

Parents are very welcome to attend!!
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Porirua East School
Pride Excellence Success
Learning and achieving though respecting and valuing who we are now, where we have
come from and who we can become
Tena Koutou Parents, Caregivers and Friends of Porirua East School
Attendance
Our school target is 95%+ as is our individual student target. This allows for 10 days absent over the
year. Our Ministry advises us that this is a reasonable number of days to have away within a year.
Kathy and I are concerned about the number of times we are not notified of a child’s absence. When
this happens we have to record a ‘?’ in our system. Please let us know if your child is going to be
away from school. An un-notified absence is recorded as ‘truant’.
Please notify us by 10am if your child is going to be away from school. The school cell
phone number is 0211406576.
Our 2018 school target
95%+
Term 1 Week 2
93%
Term 1 Week 3
92%
Term 1 Week 4
94%
We have ‘got off to a good start’ parents. We are aiming for 95%+ every week.
Teachers Paid Union Meeting - Thursday 22 March 2pm
Paid Union Meetings are authorised by section 26 of the Employment Relations Act 2000 (the
“Act”), therefore employees are lawfully entitled to attend them.
Our teachers have decided they will attend their meeting on Thursday 22 March at 2pm. I will send
home a letter closer to the time outlining the arrangements that we are making for that day. This is
what the NZEI (Teachers’ Union) says about the reason for having these meetings.
“You may be aware of the nationwide crisis in recruiting and retaining teachers. Children need
teachers with enough time to teach so they can give each child the attention they deserve, and children need talented and inspiring people to be attracted to teaching.
Children are missing out on some opportunities to learn because teachers are bogged down in administration or are struggling to get enough support for children with additional learning needs.
Teachers are joining an NZEI Te Ruia Roa campaign, called Kua Tae Te Wa-It’s Time to address
these issues.
Our goal is to free teachers to teach, and principals to lead, by getting the additional support and
staff that schools need, And we’ll attract more people to teaching by respecting and paying them as
the professionals they are.
NZEI Te Riu Roa members have been invited to paid union meetings in March so that we ca plan
and discuss the campaign and their upcoming collective agreement negotiations.
The meeting schedule has been planned so that teachers and principals across the country can
work out the best meetings for them to attend, including the option of groups of teachers attending
meetings at different times. This is to help reduce disruption to teaching programmes, children and
parents.
Our children deserve the best education in the world, and New Zealand can afford to provide it. It’s
just a matter of priorities.”
Attendance and Punctuality
As I mentioned in our last newsletter attendance and punctuality is a major focus for us this year.
Our children love being at school and the teachers work hard to ensure that the classroom teaching
and learning programmes are challenging and exciting for the children. We ensure that all children’s
culture, identity and language is valued and respected at school. We have processes and procedures in place to make our playground a safe and fun place to be for our children. Unless your child
is sick or there is an important family event there is no reason not to be at school.
I suggest 8.30am is a good time to arrive at school. This gives the children time to get ready for the
day’s learning, greet their teacher and play with their friends. We start each day with karakia. This
is a very important part of our day. The children lead our karakia. It is a time for them to practise
their Te Reo and a time for the teachers to acknowledge children’s learning from the day before.
Please ensure your children get to school on time to enable them to participate in karakia each day.
Pataka
We always enjoy our visits to Pataka and their classroom. However, this term, the roof is being replaced and the classroom is closed until May. We have not missed out this term though. The Pataka

teachers-Linda and Esme-came and visited us at school yesterday. They spent time in each classroom focussing on sea and water creatures and features. The senior classes made some ‘wind
socks’ and these will be part of artworks displayed along the stream later in the term.
Tiredness
The teachers are reporting, and I am also noticing, that we have many children who come to school
tired. They have tired, watery eyes and are yawning at 10 o’clock in the morning. Some children are
telling us that they are watching movies until quite late at night. I suggest that children of primary
school age should be in bed by at least 8pm. They could have some time reading a book and then
‘lights out’. Our children work hard at school and need to have a good night’s sleep.
Children’s Writing Room 1
I hope you enjoy reading Mihi, Phillip and Kiana’s writing about the science show we had last week.
I did.
What’s happening Term 1
Wednesday 7 March
Friday 9 March 2.15pm
Tuesday 13 March
Monday 19 March (pm)
Tuesday 20 March
Thursday 22 March
Friday 30 April
Monday 2 April
Tuesday 3 April
Wednesday 4 April
Thursday 5 April 2.15-7pm
Monday 9 April
Tuesday 10 April
Wednesday 11 April 2.15pm
Friday 13 April

Snorkelling at Cannons Creek pools for Rooms 2 & 3
Assembly hosted by Room 10
Snorkelling at Titahi Bay for Rooms 2 & 3
Swimming
Swimming
Teachers’ Paid Union Meeting
Easter Friday
Easter Monday
Easter Tuesday
Mountains to Sea programme for Rooms 1, 2 & 3
3.15-5pm Student/Parent Meetings
Student/Parent Meetings (school finishes at 2pm)
Swimming
Swimming
‘Read Aloud’ Assembly
Wheels/Mufti Day

Friday 13 April - End of Term 1-school finishes at 2pm
Yesterday Room 1 went to the hall to see the science show. I saw the head pop up and Alan did
it three times.
Alan put water in a bottle and pieces of ice and it made clouds.

By Phillip Rm 1
Yesterday Room 1 and Room 2 went to a show and it was fun. But Mr Morris sat on a chair of
nails and it felt like a normal chair.
Then Alan put the spinning thing on and then it freaked us out. We looked into the middle of
the spinning thing. Then Alan’s head went big and small. Emily put the L and P can in the cold
water and the top went pop.

By Mihi Rm 1
When the scientists arrived they spun a swirly thing that looked like a hypnotiser. Everyone
looked at the swirly thing then looked at Alan. His head got so big it looked like it was going to
explode. But I saw nothing. Maybe because my brain was smart.
Emily had amazing super powers. We were so surprised when Alan put an ice in the water bottle and it made a cloud. It looked so cool.

By Kiana Rm 1

