
 

Learning and achieving through acknowledging and valuing 

who we are now, where we have come from and who we can become 

NEWSLETTER 
Week 8 - Term 2 - Monday 18th June 2018 

PORIRUA EAST SCHOOL 
8 Martin Street 

PORIRUA 5024 

Tel:  04-2378520 

Text:  021-1406576 (absences) 

www.poriruaeast.school.nz 

 
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME 

 
Friday 22 June 2018 

2pm 
 

Hosts:  Room 12 
 

Featuring:  Poetry Competition 
 
 

Parents are very welcome to attend!! 
 
 

Technology Challenge 

 
What is a technology challenge? A technology challenge is when the teachers give the children a difficult 
thing to make using the materials that they give us. We only get a certain amount of time. We also have to 
work in a group. We had to make an animal catcher.  The animal catcher had to catch our toy animal. 
We had to make it using cardboard, boxes, medicine bottles, straws, tape, bubble wrap and more. 
In my group was Tafi and Phillip. First we planned how we were going to make it, then we grabbed our 
materials and started to make it. We grabbed two medicine  bottles, plastic bowls, a big box and cardboard 
paper. First we glued the cardboard to the bottom of the box. Then we made a hole in the top of the box. 
Next we glued the medicine bottles to the top of the blastic bowl.  Finally we glued the bottles and bottles 
and bowl to the bottom of the box. Once we were finished we tested it and it didn't work so we made it a 
bit higher by glueing more bottles to the bottom of the box. 
We tested it again and it worked! Me and my group were super happy that we finished it and that it 
worked. To make our trap work you have to put the animal on the top of the box and then it slides down 
and lands in the hole. 
I think my group and I worked alright because my group was getting sad because they wanted to do what 
the other person was doing. 
By Haylee 

 
“Go!” said Mrs Mahupuku-Kelly, I was the first to go grab materials for my team.  I brought back muesli bar 
boxes, a craft knife, tape, and a piece of clay. We were making an animal trap out of materials that the 
teachers provided.  My group’s animal was a polar bear. The challenge had a time limit of thirty minutes. 
 

 After about fifteen minutes of creating our group was getting nowhere!  Ashley was playing with the glue 
gun, Shekinah was busy using all of the tape and I was making a fort. 
 

When it hit one more minute we just came to my fort and stuck everything together.  At the end our failure 
of a trap actually worked! 
 

Shekinah was sticking ice block sticks together, we used that as a platform for the polar bear to walk 
on.  Ashley got some sort of bottle lid and put a little hot glue in the middle, we used the lid as bait. I made 
a fort that everything was  held on to. The polar bear walks up on the path and sees the bait. He steps on 
the lid and it tips over and falls into a box. 
By Synclair 
 
 

On Friday the Junior School went to the hall for the Technology Challenge. 
Mrs Angus was the instructor and Ms Unasa was the judge. 
We worked in groups. We built a zoo for an animal with the blue tack, straws and two pieces of cardboard. 
By Sahara   
 

 
On Friday the Junior School went to the hall for the Technology Challenge. 
 Mrs Angus said the instructions. We had to get an animal and blue tack, five straws and two pieces of pa-
per.  
We built a small cage and our animal died on the first round. On the second round we lost and it was fun. 
By Socheata 
 

 

 
  

Room 1 Tyrel Room 2 Grace 

Room 3 Kayden Room 10 Rameka 

Room 11 Shazia Room 12 Natlie-May 



Porirua East School 
Pride Excellence Success 

Learning and achieving though respecting and valuing who we are now, 
where we have come from and who we can become 

Tena Koutou Parents, Caregivers and Friends of Porirua East School 
Attendance  
Our school target is 95%+ as is our individual student target. This allows for 10 
days absent over the year.  Our Ministry advises us that this is a reasonable 
number of days to have away within a year.  Kathy and I are concerned about 
the number of times we are not notified of a child’s absence. When this happens 
we have to record a ‘?’ in our system. Please let us know if your child is going to 
be away from school.  An un-notified absence is recorded as ‘truant’. 

Please notify us by 10am if your child is going to be away from school.   
The school cell phone number is 0211406576. 

Our 2018 school target      95%+ 
Term 2 
Week 6         92% 
Week 7         90% 
New Entrants 
If you have a child who will be starting school this year could you please contact 
Kathy and she will provide you with an enrolment pack.  Mrs Angus really ap-
preciates knowing who will be coming to school.  This also helps with our plan-
ning over the year.  
Matariki 
We will be celebrating Matariki this week in all the classes.  We have Pataka 
visits on Tuesday and Thursday where there are special Matariki inspired art 
works.  Next week the whole school will be divided into seven groups named 
after the seven Matariki stars-Matariki, Ururangi, Waipuna-a-rangi, Waiti, Waita, 
Tupu-a-nuku and Tupu-a –rangi. 
Each group will have a special Matariki activity.  On Friday 29 June we will also 
be doing some Matariki art and some of these pieces will be displayed the 
ArtSplash exhibition in September. 
Parent/Teacher Meetings Week 10 Teachers’ Paid Union Meeting 
Thank you parents for sending back your preferred meeting times. This gives 
Kathy plenty of time to organise the teachers’ timetables and confirm the time 
with you. 
Thank you also for sending back your note re the Teachers’ Paid Union Meeting 
on Wednesday 27 June.  I will send a ‘reminder’ note on the Tuesday before the 
meeting. 
Poetry Recital Friday 22 June 2pm 
The children are getting excited about the Poetry Recital on Friday and many of 
them have already learnt their poems and are helping others to learn theirs. No 
doubt, parents, you are very familiar with those poems as well!!!. Our special 
Poetry Assembly is on Friday at 2pm. 
Contact Numbers 
Would you please make sure that we have your correct phone number. Some-

times we are trying to contact parents for important reasons (a sick child) and 
we find we have an out-of-date contact number.  In the case of an emergency 
we must be able to contact all of our parents. 
Children’s Writing 
I hope you enjoy reading Sahara, Socheata, Synclair and Haylee’s writing about 
the technology challenges we had last week. 

What’s happening Term 2 
 

Tuesday 19 June    Pataka Visits 
Thursday 21 June    Pataka Visits 
Friday 22 June 2pm   Poetry Recitation Assembly hosted by 
      Room 12 
Wednesday 27 June 11am  Chamber Music Performance at Michael 
      Fowler Centre 
Wednesday 27 June 2pm  Teachers’ Paid Union Meeting 
Tuesday 3 July 2.15-7pm   Parent/Teacher Meetings 
Wednesday 4 July 2.15pm  School Assembly hosted by Room 2 
                               3.15-5pm  Parent/Teacher Meetings 
Friday 6 July    Wheels/Mufti Day 
 

School finishes for Term 2 on Friday 6 July at 2pm 
           
Nga mihi 
Regards 
Irene Unasa 
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