
 

Learning and achieving through acknowledging and valuing 
who we are now, where we have come from and who we can become 

NEWSLETTER 
Week 6 - Term 1– Wednesday 13th March 2019 

PORIRUA EAST SCHOOL 
8 Martin Street 
PORIRUA 5024 

Tel:  04-2378520 
Text:  021-1406576 (absences) 

www.poriruaeast.school.nz 

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY PROGRAMME 

Friday 15th March 2.15pm 
 

Featuring:  
 Coat of Arms, Explanation on “What is change” in 

Whānau, and Action Song  
 

Parents are very welcome to attend!! 
 

Principal Awards will be presented to: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Room 1 Shazia Begg Room 2 Jackson Kennedy-
Brownie 

Room 3 Hkong Naw 
Lakang 

Room 10 McKyla Carradice-
Lloyd 

Room 11 Champayne 
Pohe-Taylor 

Room 12 Teraimateata Toam 

Our Values 
Manaakitanga-Respect for ourselves, each other and our environment by being honest, trustworthy 

and reliable Whanaungatanga-Foster strong and positive relationships by being friendly, inclusive 

and caring 



 

Tena Koutou Parents, Caregivers and Friends  

of Porirua East School. 

 
2019 Attendance   Aiming for 95% 
Week 4      93% 
Week 5      92% 

 

Board Elections 
 
Board elections are coming up in May. If you are interested, please contact 
our Board Chair Netti Rawiri through the school office. 
 
 
Paid Union Meetings 
 
The NZEI has arranged another round of Paid Union Meetings.  In our area 
they will be on Monday 18 March and Wednesday 20 March starting at 
1.30pm.  Mrs Angus, Ms Kruger, Mrs Windley and myself will be attending 
on Monday 18th and Mr Morris, Mrs Mahupuku-Kelly and Ms Hopkins will 
be attending on the 20th.  To ensure the children’s learning is not 
interrupted we will be arranging alternative programmes for the children 
on both afternoons. 
 
Here is what the NZEI would like parents to know about the meetings: 
“In the week of 18 March, primary teachers and principals around the 
country who are NZEI Te Riu Roa members are heading to meetings to vote 
on whether to accept or reject the latest collective agreement offers from 
the government. They will also be voting on whether to take strike action 
should the offers be rejected. 
These meetings are a crucial part of the ‘Kua Tae Te Wā - It’s Time’ 

campaign. They’re an opportunity for teachers and principals to come  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nga mihi 

Regards 

Irene Unasa 

 
 

Manaakitanga 
In our family we: 

 

What’s happening Term 1 
 

 
 
Friday 15 March 2.15pm - School Assembly  

Wednesday 20 March Wellington Visit for Rooms 10, 11 & 12 

Friday 22 March Rugby Skills for whole school 

Monday 25 March  
10am-12pm - Chamber Music Visit 
Rooms 2&3 

Friday 29 March Rugby skills for whole school 

  2.15pm - School Assembly  

Tuesday 2 April  2.15-7pm - Student/Parent Meetings 

Wednesday 3 April 3.15-5pm - Student/Parent Meetings 

Friday 5 April Rugby skills for whole school 

Thursday 11 April  2.15pm - School Assembly  

Friday 12 April Wheels/Mufti day 

  School finishes for Term 1 at 2pm  



After that we went to have a look at all the Coat of Arms that belonged 
to the past Governors-General. All of them have something different 
telling a story about their personalities. Some of them also have their 
favourite animals on them. 
 
The last room that we looked at was the Tui Lounge. The carpet is so 
thick that instead of cleaning it you shave a thin layer of carpet off. It is 
still waiting for its first shave. 
 
When we hopped back on the bus we went to Parliament.  We had half 
an hour to explore before the tour. We went to the Anzac memorial and 
inside the memorial there is a coffin. Our group went around the whole 
front. We waited on the stairs. 
 
The educator came and greeted us. We went inside to the Education 
Room. I was sitting where the Leader of Opposition would sit. We went 
into the old Parliament which is still unfinished to this day. We had a 
look at both of the chambers in Parliament. I saw lots of Politicians. We 
went into a place which looks like a castle which is actually a 
Parliamentary Library. A part of the library was burnt down and still is 
today.  
 
When we finally left Parliament we went onto our bus with our bags. On 
the way back the doors were shaking at the front and the back as if they 
were going to come clean off. Once we got back to school we went back 
into class. 
 
I had a really good time going to Government House and Parliament. I 
also had fun going around Parliament and exploring the place. 
 
The end 
By Tyler Abbot 
12/03/2019 
 

 

Together to discuss the offer and decide next steps. 

We want to ensure teaching is an attractive profession for people to join 
and stay in, and we have asked that the government provide for better 
staffing to reduce class sizes and give us more time to teach and time to 
lead.  
 
The offers received are only minimally different from what was offered 
(and rejected) last year. This is because the government has refused to 
increase the amount of money available.   
 
Already, many schools are having to make sacrifices because of the 
difficulty in recruiting teachers and relievers, and we must take bold 
steps to turn this around.  
 
We really appreciate your continued support. If these offers are rejected, 
it is the voices of parents and the wider public that will be key to forcing 
the government to listen as we continue our campaign to ensure every 
child gets the best possible education. 
 
For more information, please go to http://campaigns.nzei.org.nz/time/ or 

talk with your child’s teacher.” 

Internet Banking 

On advice from our bank and from our financial people we are starting 
to put in place procedures for Internet banking payments. This will help 
both you and us. It will cut down on the amount of cash we have at 
school and be a lot easier and convenient for parents to make payments. 
Here are the details: 
School Bank Account Number:     

12-3254- 0076615-00 
 
Reference :   

Child’s name, Room number and, if possible, what the payment is for. 



 
Government House Visit 
 
Tyler from Room 3 has written a wonderful account of our visit to 
Government House and Parliament Buildings which I have included with 
this newsletter.  I went with Mr Morris and Room 3. As always we are 
proud of our children when we take them on visits. They are interested 
and always see these visits as learning opportunities. They ask relevant 
questions and engage with the people we meet in a positive way. We 
always have a child say thank you and then sing a waiata.  On these visits 
Thida said thank you and Lanciajean led the waiata.  We were very proud 
of them. Our children certainly know what manaakitanga means. 
 
 

PRINCIPALS AWARDS  RECIPIENTS 
Friday 1st March 2019 

 
 

 

Government House and Parliament - 2019 
 
On the 27th of Feb. 2019 our school went to Government House and 
Parliament. There were a lot of cool old things to see from other countries 
at Government House. 
 
The place we visited first was Government House. On the way the bus 
driver accidentally drove into Wellington College. The bus driver got the 
bus stuck on the seats at the top of the driveway. When we finally got out 
of Wellington College we tried finding a way in to Government House, but 
the gates shut on us. Eventually we got in. We were greeted by Heather 
and Owen. 
 
We had our morning tea in the guest room which was actually a garage 
once. We had a little look around. I saw 36 pictures of Governors-General. 

 
When we finally went inside Government House we had a pretend 
investiture ceremony. After that we split up into groups of year 5s and 
year 6s. The year 6s got lucky and saw Dame Patsy Reddy. She is the 
Governor-General of New Zealand. The group I was in (the year 5s) went 
to the dining room. When we went into the dining room we heard Coco 
the dog barking. 
 
We went inside the dining room. We were told to stand behind a chair. 
Heather told us about how these chairs were made especially for King 
George the V, but he sadly passed away before he could see the chairs. 
The table takes 3-4 hours to set up because the servants need to 
measure everything to make things perfect for guests from all over the 
world. 
 
Next we went to the meeting room. This is where the Governor-General 
has meetings with important guests. Dame Patsy sits in a specific chair 
so she does not have to turn to see the ambassadors. There is picture of 
Island Bay on the wall. 
 


